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was about to take place, and knew within a day or
two when Franco was going to declare himself. For some
time his supporters in Government offices helped him
by adding to the usual delays.

The telegram sent by General Franco to the Premier
set the tone of the rebellion, and is worth reproducing.

Now that I have assumed the new responsibilities,
I wish to protest vigorously against the unspeakable
action of the Government in instructing their pilots
to shoot at the civil population, thus endangering
the safety of innocent women and children.

It will not be long before the movement for the
restoration of Spain will be everywhere victorious,
and we shall then call you to account for your action.
The reprisals that we shall take will be in proportion
to the resistance you offer.

We explicitly demand an immediate cessation of this
futile bloodshed on your part.

DON FRANCISCO FRANCO.
Commander-in-Chief of the

Fighting Forces in Africa.

On the 19th a cruiser from Morocco began a bom-
bardment of Algeciras preliminary to the landing of
Moorish troops. The same day military insurrections
broke out in Madrid and Barcelona, and in the principal
military garrison towns, Seville, Toledo, Burgos, Valla-
dolid, Vigo, Corunna, It was at once obvious that the
revolt had been fully planned in all places where the
regular army was in force. The insurgents thus got
immediate control of all munitions. In the smaller
towns and outlying places there was usually a small
nucleus of fascists, organized along semi-military lines,